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F OREWORD 

A few months ago it was my privilege and pleasure 
to deliver a series of lectures, expounding the Book of 
Revelation, to the senior class of Glad Tidings Bible 
Institute, in San Francisco. In this series particular 
emphasis was laid upon the fact that the saints are 
not scheduled to go through the tribulation, as some 
would have us believe, but are to go up to meet their 
Lord before the storm of the tribulation shall break. 
I stressed the point that the time of the tribulation 1s . 
"the time of Jacob's trouble,” distinctively, and that 
the Church is to have no part in it at all, that it will be 
a time to test the earth-dwellers, not the people who 
belong to the heavenly kingdom, and are seated together 
with Christ in the heavenlies. 

I received a letter some time afterwards from one 
of our ministers who had heard of the lectures and of 
the points stressed in them, and he stated that a number 
of the members of his congregation had been led to 
believe that the Church will have to go through the 
tribulation; he desired to get them out of the error, 
and he requested that I outline for him my arguments 
in orderly fashion. About the same time I was re- 
quested to deliver an address on the .subject at a gath- 
ering of ministers and laymen. This I consented to 


do, and that address 1s by Special Fun herewith 
published. 


Not much has been written to prove that the Church 


will not go through the tribulation. The most of the 
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writers on the subject of the second advent have 
taken it for granted that everybody believes that the 
Saints will go up before the storm breaks. Some have 
been teaching that the Church will go through the tri- 
bulation, and they have succeeded in overthrowing 


the faith of many. Consequently an increasingly large 


number of our people are accepting this teaching, and 
it 1s robbing them of their joy at the prospect of the 
coming of the Lord. | 


This address is being published for the encourage- 
ment of God's people everywhere. One has well said, 
*Teach the doctrine of the Lord's imminent coming, 
the hope and inspiration of the early Church, and you 
Send away the .people of God lifted up, their hearts 
throbbing with joyous expectation ; but teach that the 
Church will go through the tribulation, and you send 


Christians out in despondency and doubt, with no spon- 


taneous Hallelujah in their hearts” (Robert A. Laid- 
law, Auckland, New Zealand). It 1s therefore of great 
importance that our ministers believe and teach the 
truth concerning this very important subject. 

The reason many Bible students have gone astray 
in this matter 1s because they have failed to distinguish 
between those passages in the Word that relate to the 


rapture and those that relate to the revelation; in 


other words, they have failed to see that the Scriptures 
teach most clearly that Christ will come for His saints 


and that He will come with His saints, and that His 


coming for His saints must 'necessarily precede His 
coming with His saints. Let any student of the Word 
get a proper understanding of the two stages of our 
Lord's second advent, and he will soon find that the 


_ various passages of Scripture that relate to the coming 
| of the Lord, if they have in them any reference what- 
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ever to the manner of His coming or to the tne of 
His coming, refer almost invariably to. only one of 
the two stages of His coming; some to the first and 
some to the second. 

It is my hope that this address will be the means, 
under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 


_ of helping some who have gone astray in their inter- 


pretation of the Word to get a right understand- 
ing of the Scriptures concerning this important 
matter, and that it may keep others from the error 


_ of those misguided teachers who would rob us of our. 


"*blessed hope,” and cause us to cease to look for our 
blessed Lord to come but to look rather for the Anti- 
christ and the tribulation. 

—], Narver Gortner. 


523 Twenty-Eighth St. 
Oakland, Calif. 
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OUTLINE 


That the saints are not Scheduled to go NE the 


tribulation— 


I. Seems to be forediidowed by the typical teaching ts 


of the Old- Testament Scriptures. 


II. Appears to be quite clear from what our Lord 
Himself taught. 


III. Is the evident meaning of what the Apostle 
teaches concerning the matter in his epistles. 


IV. Is evident from the unmistakable meaning of 
the prophetic utterance in Daniel, the 9th chapter, com- 
monly called the Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks. 


- 3 a certain from the manner in which our Lord 
Himself divided the Book of Revelation which was 
written by John, under divine inspiration, and which 
treats of the time of the end. 


VI. Is emphasized by the fact that the rapture of 
the saints is prefigured by the rapture of John at the 
beginning of the fourth chapter of Revelation. And, 


VII. Is cleared from every shadow of doubt and 
given added emphasis by the knowledge that the trump 
that Paul speaks of in 1 Cor. 15:52 and the seventh 
trump in Revelation are not identical. 


VIII 


> - So 


ARE THE SAINTS SCHEDULED TO GO 
THROUGH THE TRIBULATION ? 


Are the saints scheduled to go through the tribu- 
lation? There are those who tell us that they are. 
If what they say is true God hath "appointed us to 
wrath,” and the Word tells us that *God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus, who died for us, that, whether we wake 
or sleep, we should live together with Him.” 

If the saints are going to have to go through the 
tribulation it would be better for us to die than to 
live until Jesus comes. So terrible will be the storm 
of the tribulation that it would be better to be sleeping 
in the cemetery, sweetly sleeping beneath the sod and 
the flowers, our spirits with the Lord in the glory, 
awaiting the dawn of the resurrection morning, than 
to be living here on the earth. During the tribulation, 
men will seek death and not be able to find it, and will 
desire to die and death will flee from them (Rev. 9:6). 

Balaam said, *Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his” (Num. 23:10). And 
if it 1s indeed true that the saints are going to have 
to go through the tribulation, I pray, "Let me not live 
until Jesus comes! Let me die before the rapture! 
Then I $hall escape the tribulation, and, having part. 
in the first resurrection, it will be better for me than 


for those who live and go through those awful days 
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that will try men's souls! Let me die now if the Storm 


_ of the tribulation is about to break!” | 
But, thank God, the saints do not have to go through! 


They are scheduled to go up before the tribulation is 


scheduled to begin. Before that terrible storm that 


will try the earth dwellers to the utmost shall have 
burst upon the scene, the living saints who are in vital 
touch with the living Christ will have been caught 
away from the gathering Shadows and will have gone 


to. meet the Lord in the air. They shall be safe above 


the storm. 


*I see the last red bloody sunset, 
I see the dread Avenger's form; 

I s8ee the Armageddon onset, 
But I shall be above the storm. 

I hear the moaning and the crying, 
I hear the teardrop's heavy fall, 

The thousand agonies of dying, 
But I $shall be above them all.” 


That the saints will not go through the tribulation 
Seems to be foreshadowed by the typical teaching of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. 

_ Mark the fact that I have said, *seems,” and I have 
used the word, *foreshadowed.” Tt is important that 
we keep in mind the fact that types simply illustrate 
or emphas1ze certain doctrines or teachings of the 


Word of God; they prove nothing; they are not de- 


Signed by God to be proofs; they are designed to illus- 

trate or emphasize what in other places in the inspired 

Word is set forth in language that 1s $0 plain that 

he who runs may read. 

_ Tt 1s clear from what our Lord said when He was 
here in the flesh that the flood may be TAPNIOns as a 
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type of the tribulation. Tt 1s clear also that the de- 
struction that overtook the inhabitants of Sodom when 
God "rained fire and brimstone from heaven and de- 
stroyed them all” must be regarded as a type of the 
terrible destruction that will overtake multitudes of 
earth dwellers at the time of the end when the cup 
of earth's iniquity shall have become full and {the day 
of vengeance of our God” shall have come. 

Listen to our Lord's words: *As it was in the days 
of Noe, $0 shall it be also in the days of the Son of 
man. They did eat, they drank, they married ' wives, 
they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and the flood came and detroyed 
them . all. Likewise as it was in the days of Lot; 
they. did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded ; but the same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom 1t rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 


' and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the 


day when the Son of man is revealed” (Luke 17: 
26-30). 

Enoch has ever been regarded as a type of the saints 
who will go up at the time of the rapture. When did 
he go up? Before the flood, during the flood, or, 
after the flood? It was before the flood that he went 
up. He prophesied of the coming of the Lord in 
judgment at the end of the age. He said, *Behold, 


the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to 


execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them. of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 


hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 


against Him” (Jude 14, 15). And after he had thus 
prophesied the Lord took him unto Himself. *He 


was not; for God took him” (Gen. 5 24). The flood 
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came, but the flood was not the judgment of which 
Enoch prophesied; it was but a type of that judgment. 

Noah and his family went through the flood and 
were preserved 1n it. They may fitly be regarded as 
a type of the nation that will be preserved on the 
earth during the tribulation. Israel will have to go 
through that terrible time of testing which has been 
called *the time of Jacob's trouble.” Alas, for that 
day is great; s0 that none is like it: it is even the time 
of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it” 
- (Jer. 30:7). Mark the fact that it is not said that he 
Shall be kept from 1t, but rather, that he shall be saved 
out of it. In Revelation we are told how an angel, 
with the seal of the living God, will seal "an hundred + 
and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel,” and how every one of the sealed 
ones will go through and at the close of the tribu- 
lation will be found standing upon Mount Sion, with 
the Lamb, who will have come in glory with His saints 
at the end of that terrible period of trial and trouble. 
. Not one of the sealed ones will perish during the tri- 
bulation ; every one will be preserved. And the sealed 
ones divinely preserved will constitute the nucleus of 
the new nation that'our Lord spoke of when He said, 
*The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” 
(Matt. 21 :43). 

The fire and brimstone did not fall upon the wicked 
city of Sodom until after righteous Lot had made his 
exit therefrom. When Lot was told to go, and urged 
to make haste in going, he begged that he might not 
be obliged to escape to the mountain lest some evil 
befall him. ©Behold, now, this city is near to flee unto, 
and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it 
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not a little one?) and my soul shall live.” He to whom + 
| the appeal was made, one of the angels sent to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrah, said, See, I have accepted thee 
concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow 
this city, for the which thou hast spoken. Haste thee, 
escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be 
come thither.” | 

If the storm of divine wrath could not fall upon 
Sodom until righteous Lot had been delivered, how, 
I mquire, can the storm of the tribulation which is a 
storm of divine wrath, fall upon the earth until after 
the saints have been taken out? Did God have a 
greater interest in Lot than' He has in the saints of this 
Church Age, who, by virtue of having accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord, are linked with the 
living Christ who is the great Head of the Church? 

It 1s clear that 1f Enoch, as a type of the saints who 
will be raptured, and Noah, as a type of the nation of 
Israel, teach us anything, they teach us that the saints 
will go up before the storm of the tribulation .shall 
burst upon the earth, and that Israel will have to go 
through the tribulation. 

And it seems clear also that if the destruction that 
overtook Sodom may be regarded as a type of the 
destruction that will overtake the earth dwellers at the 
time of the end, and Lot a type of the saints who wall 
be delivered, the typical teaching is that the rapture 
of the saints will precede the tribulation. The angel 
Said to Lot who was urged to make haste, ©] cannot 
do anything till thou be come thither.” The saints 
_ are "the salt of the earth.” Salt preserves. [The Holy 
Spirit in the Church is the restraining influence that 
during this Church Age 1s preventing *the mystery 
of iniquity” from reaching its full and final develop-_ 
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ment. Not until that restraining influence shall have 
been taken out of the way can "the mystery of iniquity” 
reach. that full and final development it 1s destined to 
reach at the time of the end in the manifestation of the 
Lawless One. And Paul says, The mystery of iniquity 
doth already work : only He who now restraineth wall 
restrain until He be taken out of the way. And then 
Shall that Lawless One be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of His coming : even him, 
whose coming 1s after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, and with all de- 
ceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved” (2 Thess. 2:/7-10). 

That the saints will not have to go through the tri- 


_ bulation appears to be quite clear from what our Lord 


taught. Turn with me to Luke, the 21st chapter. Let 
us read, beginning at the 25th verse: And there shall 
be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; 
the sea and the waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming. on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. And then s$hall they see the Son of 
man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
And when these things begin to come to pass, then 


look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 


draweth nigh.” I pass on down to the 34th verse, 
and I read: *And take heed to yourselves, lest at any - 
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and s0 that day 


. come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come 


on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 
14 


Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall - 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.” 

Mark the fact that it is not after these things Shall 
have come to pass, but rather, *when ye see these 
things begin to come to pass,” that we are exhorted to 
look up, and lift up our heads, for the reason that our 
"redemption draweth nigh.” 

What, it may be asked, is meant by our redemp- 
tion? We are not left in doubt. The Scripture 1s 
clear. Turn to Rom. 8:22, 23, and read, ©We-know 
that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. And not only they, but ourselves. 
also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body.” We read 
in 1 Cor. 1:30 that our blessed Lord of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption.” Redemption 1s mentioned last for 
the reason that it comes last. Adoption is future, and 
will include the redemption of the body. It cannot 
be said that our redemption is complete until we shall 
have been completely delivered from the bondage of 
corruption and shall have entered upon our full in- 
heritance with bodies no longer liable to pains and 
aches, to sickness, suffering, and death. Paul was 

looking forward to *adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of our body,” when he wrote, Our citizenship is in 
heaven; from whence also we wait for a Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion anew the 
body. of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to 
the body of His glory, according to the working where- 
by He is able even to subject all things unto Himself” 
(Phil. 3:20, 21, R. V.). 
_ 15 


In Revelation we read of a seven-sealed book that 
John saw in the hight hand of the Occupant of the 
throne. It was evidently the Book of Redemption. The 
time will come when the Lamb, in His role as Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, will rise up from the place He now 
occupies at the right hand of the Father, and He will 
take that book, the seven-sealed book, out of the right 
hand of the Occupant of the throne, and will proceed, 
by means of the terrible judgments described in Rev- 
elation under the breaking of the seals, the sounding 
of the trumpets, and the pouring out of the vials or 
bowls in which is. filled up, or, completed, the wrath 
of God, to eject the usurper and take complete control 
of *the purchased possession,” the price of the re- 
demption of which was paid whew He died upon the 


cross and rose from the dead, but which has been held. 


by the enemy ever since, and will continue to be thus 
held until he shall have been forcibly ejected by means 
of the judgments of the end time. The redemption of 
the earth is what is meant in the Scriptures by the 
redemption of the purchased possess1on.”- When our 
Lord died upon the cross He died there that the whole 


_ earth might be redeemed, and the work of redemption, 


while the price has been paid, has not yet been com- 
pleted. The redemption 1s still future. 

The redemption of the saints will precede, must nec- 
essarily precede the redemption of the earth as a whole, 
or, "the redemption of the purchased possession.” Our 
bodies are to be redeemed in the sense that they are 
to be "conformed to the body of His glory,” at His 
coming to rapture the saints. When this corruptible,” 
that .1s, the body of the saint who will have died and 
will be raised at the coming of the Lord, 'shall put 
on incorruption,” *this mortal,” that is, the body of the 
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living saint, the saint who will be living in that day, 
the day of His coming, *will put on immortality.” 

The period described in Revelation is *the day of 
judgment,” the period that Paul speaks of in Rom. 
2:95 as "the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God.” In his sermon on Mars' Hill Paul 
Said that God hath appointed a day in the which He 
will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom 
He hath ordained ; whereof He hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the 
dead” (Acts 17:31). 

Our Lord taught very definitely that believers are to 
have no part in that judgment. In John 5 :22-24 we 
read, "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son : that all men should 
honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He that 
honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which 
hath sent Him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condem- 
nation ; but 1s passed from death unto life.” The word 
rendered "condemnation” means judgment, and 1s $0 
rendered in the Revised Version where we are distinctly 
told that the believer "cometh not into judgment.” 
If then the tribulation is a time of judgment, "the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God,” the believer must necessarily escape it ; other- 
wise it cannot be said of him that he *cometh not in- 
to judgment.” | 

In His message to the angel of the church in Sardis 
our Lord said, *Remember therefore how thou hast 
received and heard, and hold fast and repent. If there- 
fore thou shalt not watch I will come on thee as a 


thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
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upon thee.” Ts it not clear that the inference 1s that 
*:f thou $shalt watch I will not come on thee as a 
thief”? Our Lord will come as a thief to the un- 
believing world, but He will not thus come to His wait- 
ing Church. 

You are familiar, doubtless, with the promise of our 
Lord to the angel of the church in Philadelphia; and 
let us not forget that the Laodicean period and the 
Philadelphian period of church history afe parallel ; 
they are running along side by side. We are living in 
the Laodicean period, but we do not belong to Laodicea ; 
we belong to Philadelphia. 

Let us look at the promise. You wall find it in Rev. 
3:10. <Because thou hast kept the word of my pa- 
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temp- 
tation, which shall come upon all the world, to try 
them that dwell upon the earth.” We are here told what 
the object of the tribulation will be: the object will 
be to try the earth dwellers. It 1s interesting to notice 
how often in Revelation reference is made to them 
*that dwell upon the earth.” Tt is a study in itself. 
And the reference is never to the saints; it is always 


to s1nners. 
The promise is clear and definite. There can be no 
- misunderstanding as to its meaning. y 
We have been told that this promise assures us that 
the saints are to be kept, not, out of the tribulation, but 
in it. But this is not what the text says. The promise 
is that we shall be kept from it. Shadrach and Meshech 
and Abednego were kept in the burning, fiery fur- 


nace; they were not kept from it. Daniel was kept 


in the lions' -den; he was not kept from it. If the 

Saints are to go through the tribulation, and are to be 

kept in it, then the promise that they are to be kept 
18 
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from it is most misleading. If this promise is thus 
misleading, how, I inquire, can we be sure that the 
other promises of our blessed Lord are not mislead- 
ing too? And by adopting this theory, are we not 
launched upon a sea of doubt that hides beneath its 
Surface sunken rocks on which we are likely to be 
plunged to ruin almost any moment ? 

The promise, thank God, like every other promise 
of the blessed Master is as dependable as is the Master 
Himself ; and He is more dependable than is the North 
Star; that might deceive the mariner, but the Lord of 
Life and Light never can. 

The Greek preposition here rendered from” means 
*out- of,” or, *outside of.” It is the preposition, ek, 
and 1s rendered out of” 165 times in the New Testa- 
ment. I will quote from the first three verses where 
it occurs and is thus rendered. Matt. 2:6, *Out of 
thee shall come a Governor.” Matt. 2:15, *Out of 
Egypt have I called my son.” Matt. 7:5, *First cast 


out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt 


thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's 
eye.” In the last quoted passage the na: 1s 
twice rendered out of.” 

The meaning then of the promise is clear. Added 


to the other blessed assurances of our divine Lord it 


proves conclusively that Christ taught, after He had 


risen from the dead and ascended into the glory, as 
well as while He was here in the flesh, that the saints 
are not scheduled to go through the tribulation. 
That the saints are not to go through the tribu- 
lation is the evident meaning of what the Apostle Paul 
teaches concerning the matter in his Epistles. He tells 
us that God *will render to every man according to 


his deeds: to them who by patient continuance in well 
19 
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doing seek for glory and honor, immorglity, eternal 


life: but unto them that are contentious, and do not 


obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil; of the Jew first, and also of 
the Gentile; but glory, honor, and peace, to every man 
that worketh good; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Gentile” (Rom. 2:6-10). In the same Epistle (5 :8-10) 
we read, ©God commendeth His love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son; much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life.” 
The argument of the Apostle 1s quite clear, and yet 
our friends who tell us that the saints will have to 
go through the tribulation overlook it entirely or 1g- 
nore 1t altogether. It is stated that *Christ died for 
us.” His object in dying for us 1s set forth; He died 
for us that we might be ©justified by His blood.” This 
*1$tification has already been effected: we are "now 
\-1stified by His blood.” But there is a future sal- 
-ution as well as a present justification, a salvation 
that Peter speaks of as *salvation ready to be re- 


_ vealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5). And while our 


present justification has been achieved for us through 
the death of Christ, that future salvation is to be 
achieved through His life. We are to be saved from 


wrath through Him,” and, "saved by His life.” Hear 


the words again, and do not forget them: Tf, when 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son; much more, being reconciled, we 
Shall be saved by His life.” 
| 20 


Our friends who are assuring us that the saints will 
have to go through the tribulation would have us be- 
lieve that God loved us and sent His Son into the world 
to die for us, that we might be justified by His blood, 
all of which is most certainly true; but they tell us, 
or would have us believe that, having thus justified 
us at such tremendous cost, our Saviour having died 
for us and having risen from the dead, s0 that we now 
have a living Saviour who said, *All power 1s given 
unto Me in heaven and in earth,” our Father purposes 
to let us go through the day of His wrath and share 
with guilty rebels the terrors of that awful day of 
divine visitation when the wrath of God shall be poured 
out without mixture into the cup of His indignation.” 
The Apostle assures us that such are mistaken, but 
that we shall be saved, not, 1 it, but, from it. 

In 1 Thess. 1:10 we are told for what purpose the 
Thessalonian Christians had *turned to God from idols 
to serve the wing and true God:” namely, "to wait 
for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath 
to come.” Notice the fact that the Apostle associates 
our deliverance from the wrath to come with the fact 
that we have a living Christ, a Christ who, although 
He died, was raised from the dead, thus connecting 
our deliverance here as in Rom. 5:10 with the fact 
that He lives. By *the wrath to come” is meant un- 
doubtedly that storm of divine wrath that we speak 
of as the tribulation. E 

Paul says, *When Christ, who is our life, shall ap- 
pear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory” 


(Col. 3:4). Here Christ is spoken of as our life.” 


This is significant. He is not only life; He is not only 
the living Christ ; He not only has life to bestow, and 
21 


bestows it; He is, as Tennyson says, *the Life indeed.” 
He *is our life,” and when He shall appear to rapture 
His saints, all who are alive in Him, all who have His 
life, will rise from the earth to meet Him in the air.” 
Like begets like, and like attracts like. Just as the steel 
filings scattered among the saw dust leap up and at- 
tach themselves to the magnet when the magnet ap- 
proaches them, so the saints of God in whom is the life 


of Christ will rise to meet their Lord as He approaches. 
the earth for the purpose of receiving them unto Him- 


Self. The power of gravitation, great as that power 
is, will not be able to hold to the earth a single saint 
that is vitally linked up with the living Christ. Avowed 
Sinners will be left, backsliders will be left, lukewarm 
professors will be left, but every real saint will go up. 


The law of gravitation 1s a mighty law; the whole 


material universe of God 1s 1n its grip; but "the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus” by means of which 
we have been made "free from the law of sin and 
death” is just as mighty or mightier. The law of 
gravitation is not suspended when the airplane leaves 
the earth and climbs into the air and soars above the 
clouds with the ease and grace of an eagle which 1s 
the king among birds; another law is made to operate 
s0 that the power of the law of gravitation 1s for the 
time overcome. Thus it will be when the time for the 
rapture of the saints shall have come. The law of 
gravitation will continue to operate; that law 1s as 
eternal, I believe, as 1s God Himself; another law, 


*the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus” will over-. 


come the law of gravitation, and higher than any air- 

plane has ever soared the saints of God shall go to meet 

their living Lord. Understand it? No. I do not under- 

Stand it. But I believe it. He was here once. He 
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died for me. He rose for me. He ascended on my 
behalf. He 1s preparing a place for me in the glory. 
And He through whose blood I have been justified 
1s going to come some day before the storm of the 
tribulation $shall burst upon the earth. to take me out 
trom among the earth dwellers and up to be forever 
with Himself. "Unto them that look for Him shall 
He appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” 

Turn now to the 5th chapter of this same Epistle, 
the Epistle to the Thessalonians, and read, *Let us, 
who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of sal- 
vation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but 
to obtain salvation by our Lord TJesus Christ, who died 
for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live 
together with Him.” | 

This is a remarkable passage, and it ought to set- 
tle forever the matter that is under discuss1on. The 
Subject the Apostle is treating is the coming of the 
Lord. In the last verses of the preceding chapter 1s 
that wonderful passage with which we are all familiar : 
*For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a Shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first : 
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and $0 shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 
_ Then, beginning the 5th chapter, he writes, *But of 
the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need 


that I write unto you. For yourselves know pertectly 
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that the day of the Lord $80 cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they $shall say, Peace and satety ; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 
Should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children 
of light, and the children of the day : we are not of the 


might, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, 
as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they 


that sleep, sleep in the night; and they that be drunken 
are drunken in the might.” 

The Apostle clearly teaches that "the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night,” not to saints 
but to sinners. *©When they,” not the saints but the 
Sinners, not the saved but the unsaved, 'shall say, 


Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh up- 


on them, as travail upon a woman with child; and 
they shall not escape.” He is very careful to add, 
*But ye,”—and in the original Greek this pronoun 1s 
emphatic—*But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye'—and 
here we have another emphatic pronoun in the Greek 
— #*are all the children of the light, and the children of 
the day.” Then he proceeds to exhort his readers to 


put "on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 


helmet, the hope of salvation.” The Apostle tells us 
elsewhere that *hope that is seen is not hope: for what 
a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ?” (Rom. 8:24). 
*The hope of salvation,” then, that the Apostle speaks 
of, 1s the hope of that salvation that is to be revealed 
in the last time; in other words, salvation from the 
wrath to come, or, deliverance, not in, but from, the 
tribulation. This is clear from the express declaration 


which follows, *For God hath not appointed us to 
24 


wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or 
Sleep,” that is, whether we be found alive or sleeping 
in Christ when Jesus comes, *'we should live together 
with Him,” 1.e., live in the glory with Him during the 
time of the storm of the tribulation below. 

The evidence then 1s conclusive that Paul taught 
that the saints will not go through the tribulation. 

That the saints are not scheduled to go through the 
tribulation 4s evident from the unmistakable meaning 
of the prophetic utterance in Damel, the 9th chapter, 
commonly called the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks. 
With this remarkable prophetic utterance, one of the 
most notable in the whole Bible, every Bible student 
ought to be familiar. If the prophetic utterance of 
James at the Council in -Jerusalem, recorded in Acts 
15:14-18, is the most important prophetic utterance 
from a dispensational standpoint to be found in the 
New Testament Scriptures, this prophetic utterance 
found in Daniel, the 9th chapter, is the most important 


from a dispensational standpoint to be found in the. 


Old Testament Scriptures. It has been nusunder- 
Stood and misinterpreted by many expositors, and this 
misunderstanding and misinterpretation have. been re- 
SponsIble for the fact that many students have gone 
astray in their understanding and interpretation of 
other portions of the prophetic Word. Understand 
this prophecy aright, and it will be much easier for 
you to understand other prophecies, especially those 
prophecies that are more or less directly related to 
this one. 

Walter Scott, eminent student of prophecy, who has 
written a worth while *Exposition of the [Revelation 
of ' Jesus Christ,” asserts that *no prophecy has had an 
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exhaustive fulfilment,” and he points out what is un- 
doubtedly a fact that *all prophecy is concentrated in 


the close of the seventieth week of Damiel.” Hence the. 


very great importance of the study of this notable 
prophecy. 
The prophecy was dictated to Daniel by an angel 


of the Lord who had been commiss1oned by God to: 


come to Daniel 'in answer to Daniel's prayer after 
Daniel had *set his face unto the Lord God, to seek by 
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, 
and ashes,”—the angel who while enroute from heaven 
to earth had encountered a powerful foe he had not 
been .able to overcome until Michael, the archangel, 
appeared upon the scene, having come to assist him. 
The importance of the prophecy is thus emphas1zed. 
God sent an angel all the way from heaven to speak 
these words, to make this revelation. Satan was $0 op- 
posed to having the revelation made that he dispatched 
a powerful prince to give battle to God's messenger, 
and prevent, if possible, the angel's reaching Daniel. 
For three full weeks the conflict lasted. If the opponent 
of the angel had not been overcome it would have 
lasted longer. So important was it that the revelation 
be made that God sent Michael, the only archangel 
there 1s (it 1s not proper to say, "angels and arch- 
angels,” for there is only one archangel) to help the 
messenger who had been dispatched to the praying 
prophet. 

We are now ready to consider the prophecy. In the 


interest of brevity we can only touch the high spots. 
I will introduce a word here and there by way of 


. explanation. 
"Seventy weeks are detemmined (Decreed, RV.) 


upon thy _- (the Jews) and upon thy holy city 
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(Jerusalem), to finish the transgression, and to make 
an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 
Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall 
be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the 
Street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Mes- 
Siah be cut off, but not for Himself (and hall. have 
nothing, R. V.): and the people of the prince that 
Shall come (not Mess1ah the Prince, but the Roman 
prince, the head of the revived Roman Empire at the 


time of the end, the Antichrist) sha!l destroy the city 


and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with 
a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined (his end Shall be with a flood, and even 


unto the end shall be war; desolations are determined, 
R. V.). And he (the Antichrist) shall confirm the 


covenant with many for one week (the last or Seven- 


tieth week, the preceding 69 weeks having come and 
gone) and in the midst of the week (at which time the 
great tribulation which will last 3142 years will begin) 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to. cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he -shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that 
determined $shall be poured upon the desolate (and 
even unto the consummation, and that determined, 


Shall wrath be poured out upon the desolator, R. TV. Fd 


I s8uppose we all understand that these prophetic 
weeks in which in the days of Daniel the divine pro- 


gram was mapped out are to be understood as being 


weeks of years, a period of 490 years. This full period 
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is divided into three periods: a period of 7 weeks, or 
49 years; a period of 62 weeks, or 434 years; and a 
period of one week, or 7 years. 

The 490 years began, students of the Word quite 
generally agree, in the 20th year of Artaxerxes (Neh. 
2:1), when the request of Nehemiah was granted, 
and he was commissioned to return to the land and 
begin the work of reconstructing the city of Jerusalem 
which had been in ruins ever since its destruction by 
Nebuchadnezzar. Concerning this work of reconstruc- 
tion we read in the books of Nehemiah and Ezra. 
Certainly the times were *troublous times.” The first 
period of seven weeks, or, 49 years, was consumed 1n 
this work of rehabilitation. 

The second period of the 62 weeks, or, 434 years, 
came to an end when our Lord was crucihed—*And 
after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut 
off.” At that time God's clock, so far as dealings with 
Israel as a nation are concerned, stopped; God, m 
other words, ceased at that time to deal with Israel 
as a nation, and began to *take out from among the 
nations a people for His name.” This is what He is 
doing during this Church Age. When He s$hall have 
finished this work God's clock will start again. This 
is in harmony with the notable prophetic utterance 
by James at the Council in Jerusalem (Acts 15 :13-18). 
The promise of the Lord is that after this,” that 18, 
after the work of taking out from among the nations 
a people for His name, ©I will return, and will build 
again the tabernacle of David which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will 
{et it up: that the residue of men might seek after the 


Lord, and all the nations upon whom My name 1s 
called.” | 


- = . 
wt WC EAT £m . - 
o __ l 


I». RF. 


28 


I * j 
| 
FT) 
. 
ruakeurwe on = gar. caters algo art wack tf a+. ao _ « my - "on ped Fn - an oe 
. > mg 2s R : Cx T ©. £4» 3 


wS DONT Tz 


4 PI 
oo) WAS OST TP, LI, 
WEE. "F4-. a RE H 4 wed 4 
Sow ie Hire ”» Ss BE 4 - A "_—_ 


wad ets 
8 IP let ot 
Es : 
We ns. bo: . 


+ 4 
Pr na, td. < 
ont 
; RE" 2" 
330 - Fog £*., KI.-* 
« FA RE. 
ONSITE OS > 
- O = k = 


a > a. 
Li 
%s 


by bh vr IT LEI” Xx Garth Ts PET " - * _ _ _ 
«Is. ; HEE Fog, ko 'S PT OMSEVES 5 ſe I "x > Son wot EE WOE TT er —— : : : X 6 
I Yen ID ,.* + > -JOR) CES a 7 YEE ot, ERS 22. __ EASY Las. T3 6: att d INTER WO SANT ES as 5, WL Ron ood SIE 0 E IR EE 3x SSR SI Ae : - 
S*-c *% 5” #\ ie 2 0.91 pe i. x os 2 WIE MES 2 E; BS\... bp = te, X52 2 © Hd ne a, bt 1+" a i aing WS oe ee I IE I DA At - Lou a rk Or ef yy 
: - 2 4 th an, +417; % : : , UTE 8 « «> ky __ $444 3 : . WY Ro LOS 2 . 
_— © % . 2 4 - , P 


It 1s generally agreed among expositors of the Word 
that in Revelation we have a prophetic record of what 
1s to take place during the last week of the seventy 
weeks of Daniel. At the end of the Church Age God 
will have completed His work of taking out from among 
the nations a people for His name, and He will begin 
to deal again with Israel. This accounts for the fact 
that the book of Revelation 1s so largely Jewish in its 
Spirit and symbolism. 

The age in which we live, the Church Age, is paren- 
thetical in its nature. It comes in between the sixty- 
ninth week and the seventieth week of Daniel. It is 
important that we keep this in mind 1f we would under- 
Stand aright the prophetic Scriptures. The seventieth 
week of Daniel is yet future, and God has told us in 
Revelation of what 1s to be expected during that time, a 
period of seven years, the last half of which will be 
the time of the great tribulation, unprecedented trouble 
and woe, the *time of Jacob's trouble,” that period 
prophesied of in Dan. 12:1 where we read, "And at 
that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people; and there $hall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation even to that time: and at that time thy people 
Shall be delivered, every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book.” Tt seems quite certain that Michael 
will stand up at the middle of the week, and that this 
is the time prophesied of in Rev. 12:7-9 where John 
tells us that in his vision he saw *war in heaven,” 
Michael and his angels arrayed against the dragon and 
his angels, and overcoming them : *And the great dra- 
gon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceriveth the whole world : he was 
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
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with him.” This "war in heaven” will doubtless mark 
the beginning of the end. Immediately afterwards 
the great tribulation will be on in real earnest, and the 
final result of the sounding of the trumpets, and the 
pouring out of the vials or bowls, will be the ejection 
of the usurper and the setting up of the kingdom. 

Before Daniel's seventieth week can begin the Church 
Age must necessarily come to a close. That the Church 
Age will come to a close with the rapture of the saints 
is quite generally conceded. The rapture must there- 
fore occur before the tribulation can: begin. 

Some would have us believe that the rapture wall 
take place at the middle of the week, or, at the end 
of the first 314 years of the last seven year period of 
the seventy weeks the angel said to Daniel "are de- 
termined upon thy people and upon thy holy city.” 
If such 1s the case, since the Church Age cannot close 
until the rapture of the saints takes place, the first half 
of the week must necessarily belong to two dispensa- 
tions, and to assume that this is true 1s to build upon a 
baseless assumption or to reach a conclusion out of 
harmony with good principles of exegesis and a proper 
understanding of the Word of God. All that 1s writ- 
ten in the Scriptures on the subject, when rightly under- 
stood, 1s against any such conclusion. The Church 
will be translated before the seventieth week of Dan- 
iel shall begin, and immediately afterwards, or, very 
s00n afterwards, the storm clouds will gather and the 
Storm will break. It will increase in intensity, but will 
not reach the climax of its fury until after the middle 
of the week shall have passed, and the devil shall have 
come down to *the inhabiters of : the earth,” or, the 
earth dwellers, "having great wrath because he know- 


eth that he hath but a short time” (Rev. 12:12). 


30 


A proper understanding then of the notable prophecy 
in the 9th chapter of Daniel emphasizes the fact that 
the rapture of the saints must precede the tribulation, 
and, since this 1s true, we can say unhesitatingly that 
the saints are not scheduled to go through the tribula- 
tion, but, on the other hand, are scheduled to go up 
before the storm of the tribulation shall break. 

That the saints are not to go through the tribu- 
lation ts certain from the manner in which our Lord 
Himself divided the book of Revelation which was 
written by John, under divine insþiration, and which 
treats of the time of the end. How did He divide it ? 
He said to John, "Write the things which thou hast 
Seen, and the things which are, and the things which 
$hall be hereafter,” or, after these things. The Greek 
rendered hereafter” 1s the same as 1s rendered after 
this (after these things, R. V.) in the first verse of 
the 4th chapter. One does not need the knowledge 
and experience of a trained mind in analyzing the 
Scriptures in order to see that. our Lord instructed 
John to divide the book he was to write into three 
parts: (1) the things he had seen, (2) the things that 
are, and (3) the things that are to be after these 
things, that is, after the things that are. 

John follows the instructions of his glorified Lord, 
and he writes in the first chapter of the things which 
he has seen: he describes his vision of the glorified 
Son of man in the midst of the golden lampstands ; 
then in the second and third chapters he writes of the 
things which are, the churches; and in the Epistles 
to the seven churches we have a prophetic outline, 
an epitome, of church history all- the way from the 
beginning down to the very end of the Church Age. 
This is quite generally conceded. I might say that it 
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is almost universally taught by pre-millennial inter- 
preters of the Word, and is admitted by many others. 
I picked up the other day a copy of Archbishop Trench's 
*The Epistles to the Seven Churches,” published in 
1861, and in it he tells us that the Epistles to the seven 
churches represented *in their mystic unity all the 
churches, or the Church.” Among the people who are 
looking for the coming of the Lord there can be no 
controversy on this point. 

It is clear that the third division of the Book of 
Revelation begins with the fourth chapter, where we 
read, After this,” or, as the Revised Version ren- 
ders it, *After these things,” i.e., after the things 
which are, the churches, representing the Church or 
the Church Age as a whole, ©T looked, and, behold, a 
door was opened in heaven.” It 1s a s1gnificant fact that 
to the angel of the church in Philadelphia our Lord sa1d, 
*Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no 
man can $hut it.” Here at the close of the Church Age, 
or, *after these things,” the things prophesied of in 
the second and third chapters, John sees in his vision 
this *open door,” and he hears a voice resembling a 
trumpet, and he is summoned to leave earth and *come 
up hither,” and he tells us that "immediately” he "was 
in the spirit.” Then he begins to describe what he saw 
in heaven, and it is evident that what he beheld there 
indicated that the rapture of the saints had prophetic- 
ally taken place and that the stage was being set for 
the final acts of the great drama. 

_ Our Lord seems to have divided the Book of Rev- 
elation in the way in which He did in order that there 
might be no doubt as to His plan to take up the saints 
before allowing the storm of the tribulation to begin, 
and it seems passing strange that there should ever 
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have been $suggested a doubt concerning His purpose - 
in this respect. The. only explanation I can think of 
is that the devil devised the plan in order to rob the 
saints of our blessed hope,” for certainly, 1f the saints 
are scheduled to go through the tribulation, the coming 
of the Lord. can scarcely be termed our blessed hope,” 
and, instead, of looking forward to the rapture, we 
Should be looking forward for the storm to break. 
Thank God for the fact that there are at least some 
among us who, as we hear the mutterings of distant 
thunder and we see the clouds beginning to gather, 
rejoice in the fact that the indications that the tribu- 
lation 1s soon to begin, while they portend, so far as 
the earth dwellers are concerned, unparalleled woe and 
SOrrow, cause us who have passeed out of death into 
life through faith in the atoning blood to "look up 
and lift up our heads,” knowing that the Word of 
God 1s true, and that our redemption draweth nigh.” 

That the saints are not to go through the tribu- 
lation is emphasized by the fact that the rapture of the 
Saints 1s prefiqured by the rapture of John at the be- 
ginning of the fourth chapter of Revelation. Mention 
has already been made of the fact that after John had 
been given the messages to the seven churches a door 
was opened in heaven, and he heard a voice resembling 
a trumpet - which said unto him, "Come up hither.” 


The voice added, *And I will show thee things which 


must be hereafter,” or, as we read in the margin of 
the Newberry Bible, *after these things,” after the 
things described in the second and third chapters, the 
churches, representing the Church Age as a whole. 
He says, *Immediately I was in the spirit.” We are 
reminded of the words, *In a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye.” The first thing John saw in heaven was 
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*2 throne set,” and he makes an attempt to describe 
the Occupant of the throne, but language fails him. 
He s$ays that He was "to look upon like a jasper and 
a Sardine stone.” He tells us that "round about the 
throne were four and twenty thrones, and upon the 
thrones four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in 
white raiment, and they had on their heads crowns 
of gold.” The word rendered "crowns" means vic- 
tors' crowns, They who wore them were victors, and 
in order to be a victor it is necessary that one be in a 
conflict. So these elders must have had conflicts, and 
must have overcome in those conflicts. | 

It is undoubtedly true that the four and twenty el- 
ders represent the translated and enthroned saints. 
They represent the Old Testament saints and the New 
Testament Church in the glory. Their number 1s twen- 
ty-four. There were twelve tribes of Israel and twelve 
. apostles of the Lamb; and it is an interesting fact 
that John in describing the New Jerusalem tells 
us that it had twelve gates and that the wall 
of the city had twelve foundations. He tells us that 
names were written on the gates, *which are the names 
of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel,” and that 
in the foundations of the wall of the city were "the 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” Twelve 
and twelve are twenty-four. Doubtless the Old Testa- | 
ment $saints and the New Testament Church are repre- 
Sented by the enthroned elders John saw in the glory. 
We read of some of them in the 11th chapter of Heb- 
rews, and the inspired writer introduces what he has 
to say concerning them by defining faith as "the sub- 
Stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen,” and then adding, *For by it the elders obtained 
a good report.” 
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The Church 1s not seen again in Revelation until we 


reach the 19th chapter, and there we see the saints com- 


ing out of the glory, riding upon white horses, clothed 
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in fine linen, white and clean.” The elders were seen 
_ clothed in white raiment,” and we are told that *the 
fine linen 1s the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8). 

The elders are represented as saying to the Lamb 
when He rises up in His role as Lion of the tribe of 
Judah to take the seven-sealed book out of the right 
hand of the Occupant of the throne, *Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof : for 
thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by Thy 


blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 


and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” They 
are in heaven when they say this. The rapture there- 
fore at this juncture in Revelation must have taken 
place. If it did not take place at the beginning of the 


fourth chapter, and we are not to understand that it . 


is prefigured there by the rapture of John, when, I 
inquire, did it take place? The Church 1s still on the 
earth at the end of the third chapter. 

The argument appears to me to be absolutely con- 
vincing. I do not believe it can be satisfactorily an- 
swered. But some will not be convinced; they will 
Still insist that the saints must go through the tribu- 
lation. For such there seems to be little hope. They 


have made up their minds that they will not be con- ' 


vinced otherwise, and it almost seems like a waste of 
time to try to convince them. But the Word 1s clear, 
and there is no need that we be led astray. 

That the saints are not to go through the tribulation 
is cleared from every Shadow of doubt and given added 
emphasis by the knowledge that the trump that Paul 
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Speaks of in 1 Cor. 15:52 and the Seventh trump in_ 
Revelation are not 1dentical. Some one has said, If 
you can prove that this is true you will have convinced 
us.” The strong argument of those who believe that the 
Saints will have to go through the tribulation 1s that 
they are identical. 

Paul says, *Behold, I show you a mystery ; we shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51, 
52). And in Rev. 10:7 we read, In the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, 
the mystery of God shall be finished, as He hath de- 
clared to His servants the prophets.” The superficial 
reader naturally concludes that at this juncture in the 
fulfilment of the prophecy in Revelation the rapture 
will take place. The Church is represented in the Word 
as a mystery, and the rapture of the Church Paul calls 
a mystery, and it 1s said that *in the days of the sound- 
ing of the seventh angel . . . the mystery of God shall 
be finished.” Since the seventh angel in Revelation 
will sound the trumpet that will usher in the terrible 
judgments of the end time and clear the stage for the 
Setting up of the kingdom, and the mystery of God is 
' not to be finished until then, it is taken for granted 
that the saints will have to go through the tribulation 
or at least through the first half of it. The argument- 
Seems quite convincing to the uninformed reader ; and 
here many have been led astray. 

The conclus1on 1s based upon a wrong anderitainiing 
of the Word, upon a- misapprehens1on as to the Spirit's 
meaning. The mystery of the Church, culminating in 
the mystery of the rapture, is not the mystery of God 
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of which mention is made in Rev. 10:7 and which is 
scheduled to be finished *in the days of the seventh 
angel, when he shall begin to sound.” The mystery 
of God” may include the 19ystery of the Church and 
the mystery of the rapture, but it includes much more. 
The mystery of the Church and the mystery of the 
rapture which will finish the 9ystery of the Church, 
S0 far as the connection of the Church with this world 
during this Church Age is concerned, are incidents in 
the great program of God which is leading up, and 
through all the centuries since sin came into the world 
has been leading up, to the final culmination at the 
end of the age or dispensation of grace, which 1s to be 
followed by the dispensattion of judgment, at the close 
ot which the great problem as to why God has al- 
lowed sin to exist in this world s0 many centuries and 
wreck 80 many lives and spread 80 much moral rum 
in God's beautiful universe will be solved. Then the 
mystery of God” will be finished. It is the mystery 
as to why God allowed sin to come into the world and 
to reign $0 long. 

We read of various mysteries in the Word of God, 
and only the superficial reader of the Word fails to 
distinguish between them. We read of "the mystery 
of His will” (Eph. 1:9), of *the mystery of Godliness” 
(1 Tim. 3:16), of *the mystery of iniquity” (2 Thess. 
2:7), of the mystery that blindness in part is happened 
to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” 
(Rom. 11:25), of the mystery *concerning Christ and 
the Church” (Eph. 5:32), and of "the mystery of 
the woman,” the harlot consort of Antichrist, *and 
of the beast that carrieth her” (Rev. 17:7). And there 
are other mysteries that might be mentioned, each of 
which is worthy of careful study. 
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Mark the fact that it is recorded that *in the days,” 
not, *in the day,” of the seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of God shall be finished.” 
The sounding of the seventh trumpet will doubtless 
occupy the last half of Daniel's seventieth week and 
will include that entire period known as the period: of 
the great tribulation, or, *the time of Jacob's trouble.” 
The seventh trumpet will include the seven vial or 
bowl judgments, those terrible judgments in which 
we are told *is filled up,” or, as the Revised Version 
says, *fimished the wrath of God.” The seventh trum- 
pet constitutes the third and last *woe.” After the 
wrath of God” shall have been finished the wrath of 
the Lamb” will be poured out, and this will conclude 
the judgments at the time of the end, the usurper being 
effectively ejected and every hindrance in the way of 
the setting up of the kingdom being removed. 

When Paul spoke of *the last trump” he was speak- 
ing of the Church. That, and not Israel, or the judg- 
ments at the time of the end, was under discuss10n. 
He had in mind the rapture of the Church which 
will bring to an end the Church Age so far as this 
world is concerned. When the seventh trumpet is 
introduced in the hook of Revelation the subject is 
not the Church at all; the theme is the series of judg- 
ments decreed by God as necessary to clear the stage 
for the setting up of the kingdom of the Son of man, 
David's greater Son, who when the stage shall have 
been cleared and every obstacle shall have been taken 
out of the way, will appear in the clouds, accompanied 
hy His saints who will previously have been caught 


away to attend the marriage supper of the Lamb. 


Ere the trumpet judgments foretold in Revelation 
can begin the Church must go up. The seventh trum- 
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pet in Revelation 1s the last trumpet, but only relatively, 
not absolutely. There will be another trumpet after- 
wards. It will be after the tribulation.” Certainly 
it cannot be said of the seventh trumpet in Revelation 
that 1t will be sounded after the tribulation.” No 
Bible student that I know of has ever ventured to sug- 
gest that it will be after the storm of the tribulation 
shall have spent its force and shall have come to a 
close that this seventh trumpet will be heard. The 
trumpet that I speak of which will be after the tribu- 
lation” we read of in Matt. 24:31. I quote the words 
of the Master, beginning at verse 29, *Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darknend, and the: moon shall not give her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken : and then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. And He shall send His angels with 
a great Sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end 
of heaven to the other.” And lest some one may think 
that by *His elect” are meant the saints of the Church 
Age, and that, therefore, the reference here 1s to the 
rapture, I will say that there can be no doubt that 
by *His elect” are meant the elect” of Israel. Israel 1s 
to go through the tribulation, is to be preserved in it, 
and at the close, when the Lord shall come in glory, 
will recognize Him, the rejected Messiah, and will 
receive Him as Saviour and Lord. Concerning this 
gathering together of the elect” we read in other 
passages of Scripture where there can be no doubt 
that the reference is to Israel. Very few $safe ex- 
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positors of the Word have ever even ventured to suggest 
that the reference is to the saints of the Church Age. 

Paul's *last trump” is *the last trump” so far as the 
Church is concerned. That is, it marks the end of the 
Church Age by removing the Church from the earth 
to the glory. It finishes, not, the mystery of God, but, 
the mystery of the Church. 

The Greek word rendered *last” in the passage in 
which Paul speaks of the last trump” 1s eschatos, 
and it means, with reference to time, that which con- 
cludes anything” (E. W. Bullinger). When used in 
the ways in which Paul makes use of it in speaking of 
the rapture of the Church it s!mply means that the 
trump $0 designated marks the end of the Church on 
earth. There may be other trumpets afterwards, but so 
far as the Church is concerned, this 1s *the last trump.” 
And the fact that it is called the last trump” does 
not necessarily imply that there has been or that 
there will be any preceding trump or trumps. Some 
Superficial students have thus argued, and their argu- 
ment has seemed to be plausible. They have said, 


**This trump is called *the last trump,” and there must 


therefore be a first trump, and where in the Word is 
there any reference to a first trump unless indeed we 


look into Revelation where seven trumpets are spoken 


of ?” 
The reason some have thus argued is because they 


do not understand the meaning of the Greek word 


rendered last.” I have already stated that the word 
1s eschatos. It is rendered *last” 46 times, *lowest” 
twice, Futtermost” once, and ends” once. Ta eschata 
is rendered the last state” twice, and the latter end” 
once. Echo 'eschatos in Mark 5:23 is rendered, *heth 


at the point of death.” Jairus we are told besought 
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Jesus greatly, saying, *My little daughter heth at the 
point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands 
on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.” 
She had never died before; and those of you who are 
familiar with the story know that she died so0on after- 
wards, but it was not her last death, for our Lord 
raised her from the dead, and she must have died 
again at a later time. The word her father used when 
he said, "My little daughter echo eschatos,” 1.e., *heth 
at the point of death,” had no reference whatever to a 
last death, a last in relation to a first, for there had been 
no preceding death. This death that she was lying at 
the point of, as was afterwards proven, was her firs _ 
death rather than her last. What her father meant was” 
that she was at the point of the end of her earthly life, 
and that is why the translators have rendered echo 
eschatos, lHeth at the point of death.” 

When Paul speaks of the last trump” he is not us- 
ing the word rendered *last” with the thought that it 
will suggest that there must have been a first, but 
rather with the thought that it will mark the end of 
the Church Age or the s0journ of the Church on earth. 
The Church had a beginning, so far as this world is 
concerned, and it will have an end, and the end will 
be marked by *the last trump.” It will not be the end 
of the Church, thank God, but the end of the Church 
Ape. 

On the cross our Lord said, ©It is fnished. ' What 
did He mean? Did He mean that *the mystery of God” 
was finiched? No. Did He mean that "the mystery 
of iniquity” was finighed? No. Did He mean that the 
mystery *concerning Christ and the Church” was fin- 
ihed? No. And for the reason that it was not 
finiched. What then did He mean? Someone says, 
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*He meant that His work was finished.” No, He did 
not mean that, for His work was not finished. After 
His death He rose from the dead, and He ascended 
into heaven, and He has been there ever since at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, making intercess1on 
on our behalf. At the close of the age He 1s to come 
to receive His people unto Himself, to rapture His 
Church, to eject the usurper and to take over "the pur- 
chased possession.” Then for a thousand years He 
will reign. Paul says, *He must reign, till He hath 
put all enemies under His feet.” Not until then, not 
until *He $hall have put down all rule and all authority 
and power” will His work be finiched. What He meant 
when on the cross He said, ©It is finished,” was that 
His work of making a full, perfect, and sufficient 
Sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world,” had been completed. That particular 
phase of His work was now done. 


When Paul spoke of the last trump,” discussing 
the resurrection of the sainted dead and the trans- 
lation of the living saints, he might have said that this 
would mark the date on which one might well say, 
**The mystery of the Church 1s finished.” The mystery 
of the Church will be finished then, but not *the mys- 


tery of God.” That will be. finished later : *in the days 
of the seventh angel, when he $hall begin to sound.” 


By "the mystery of God” is meant, I believe, the 


secret of God's ways or dealings with humanity. The 
Same express10n 1s found in Col. 2:2, where the Apostle. 


expresses his thought in intercessory prayer concern- 


ing certain saints, *that their hearts might be comforted, 


being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the 
full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledge- 
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ment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ.” 

There are two sides to God's ways or dealings with 
the race: the blessing s1de, and the judgment s1de. 
Paul described that the people for whom he was pray- 
ing might enter into the richest blessings of God, 
which blessings he recognized could only be entered 
into through Christ "in whom are hid all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). The judg- 
ment $s1de of God's ways is the prominent side in mind 
in the passage in Revelation where the reference 1s 
to what will take place *in the days of the seventh 
angel, when he shall begin to sound.” Then the judg- 
ments of God in the day that is called "the day of judg- 
ment” will come to an end, for in the days of the 
seventh angel,” or, under the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet, the vials or bowls of divine wrath will be 
poured out, those vials or bowls in which ©1s filled up,” 
or fmished, the wrath of God.” 

The trump then that Paul speaks of in 1 Cor. 15 :52 
and the seventh trumpet in Revelation are not 1dent- 
cal. The seventh trumpet in Revelation can be spoken 
of as *the last” only in its relation to that series of 
Seven ; 1t is the last relatively, and not absolutely, and 
the Church has nothing whatever to do with it, for the 
Church will not be here when it $shall be sounded; 
the Church will have gone up to be with the Lord in 
the glory. 

Thus we see that the chain of evidence proving that 
the saints are not to go through the tribulation, but 
are to be caught up before the storm of the tribu- 
lation shall break, is as strong as will be the chain with 
which the Angel of the Lord will bind Satan when 
the time shall come for our great adversary to be put 
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a seal set upon him, that he may deceive the nations no 
more until the thousand years of the nullennial reign 
Shall have come and gone; in other words, it is $0 
Strong that even the devil himself cannot break it. And 
the Holy Spirit has made the evidence thus convincing 
for the reason that He would have the mind of every 
Saint at rest concerning this important matter. God 
does not want His people to be looking forward to 
the tribulation: He wants us to be looking forward 
to the coming of the Lord. 

In more than one passage of Scripture are we warned 
to be ready for the Lord's return. And the Word 


teaches us plainly that if He shall come at an unexpected - 


moment and find us unprepared we shall have our 


portion with the unbelievers; and unbelievers will not go 


up when Jesus comes. Only the people who are in 
vital touch with the living Lord have any assurance 
that when Christ shall come to rapture His waiting 
Church they will rise upon the wings of the morning 
to "meet Him in the air.” How important then that 
we thus live! 

Some of you, possibly, despite the evidence that has 
been presented to you today, will persist in insisting 
that the saints will have to go through the tribulation. 
If you can get any comfort out of the doctrine, cling 
to it! If you want to go through the tribulation, it may 
be that the Lord will let you go through. Enoch was 
translated, and it was because he was a man of faith, 
that God was able to take him up. *By faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not see death; and was 
not found, because God had translated him : for before 
his translation, he had this testimony, that he pleased 


God.” He knew that the storm of divine wrath, the 
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deluge, was coming. God had revealed it to him. 
He knew it centuries before it came. When he was 
s1xty-five years of age a son was born to him, and he 
called that son's name, Methuselah, which means, 
*When he 1s dead 1t shall come,” and when Methuselah 
died at the age of 969 years the storm of.-the deluge 
broke. Methuselah lived longer' than any other man 
that has ever lived, and it seems to indicate that God 
after He had made up His mind to destroy the wicked 
inhabitants of the earth was loath to carry out the 
divine plan. In wrath He remembered mercy, and 
for a long period of time postponed the execution of 
the plan. But the plan was finally executed, and the 
old world was destroyed. Enoch "walked with God,” 
and God was able to reveal to him the divine secret. 
Enoch knew that before that terrible storm of divine 
wrath should break upon a guilty world to destroy the 


earth dwellers he was to be taken up to be with God. 
And it is our privilege to know, 1f we believe the Word 
of God, that the terrible storm of the tribulation 1s 
coming, but that we need not be here, but safe with 
our Lord in the glory. 


